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EOLSS 



About EOLSS 

• The world’s largest source of thematically organized state-of-
the-art knowledge for our times. 

• Augmented and updated as frequently as once every fortnight - 
thus a  living body of knowledge  

• Developed under the auspices of the UNESCO  

• A self-contained virtual library in the form of e-books and print 
volumes in full color to serve users with special interests. 

•  Presently about 573 e-book volumes are ready 

• Ultimately expected to be a set of 600 volumes capturing the 
entire EOLSS-online body of knowledge 

• Proposals for making the e-books also available in some major 
languages in addition to the original set in English in 
collaboration with the Universal Networking Digital Language 
(UNDL) Foundation, Geneva, Switzerland.  



The Twenty one Encyclopedias 
1. EARTH AND ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES 

2. MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES 

3. BIOLOGICAL, PHYSIOLOGICAL AND HEALTH SCIENCES 

4. SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

5. PHYSICAL SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

6. CHEMICAL SCIENCES ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

7. WATER SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

8. ENERGY SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES  

10. FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

11. HUMAN RESOURCES POLICY AND MANAGEMENT 

12. NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY AND MANAGEMENT 

13. DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC SCIENCES  

14. INSTITUTIONAL AND INFRASTRUCTURAL RESOURCES 

15. TECHNOLOGY, INFORMATION AND SYSTEM MANAGEMENT RESOURCES 

16. AREA STUDIES (Africa, Brazil, Canada and USA, China, Europe, Japan, Russia) 

17. BIOTECHNOLOGY 

18. TROPICAL BIOLOGY AND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT 

19. LAND USE, LAND COVER AND SOIL SCIENCES 

20. CONTROL SYSTEMS, ROBOTICS AND AUTOMATION 

21.         DESALINATION AND WATER RESOURCES 



EOLSS Body of Knowledge… 

…covers in depth 

• Disciplinary subjects 

• Interdisciplinary subjects 

and 

• Forges transdisciplinary pathways 

…has 

• Popular appeal  

• Educational relevance  

• Professional utility  

• Research relevance  

• Future and policy orientation 



EOLSS Audience 

• University/College students (undergraduates and 

graduates)  

• Educators  

• Professional practitioners and informed specialists  

• Research personnel  

• Policy analysts, managers, and decision makers in the 

public and private sectors, including development 

officials and non-governmental organizations  



EOLSS Presentation 

• The size of an entry (chapter) in the EOLSS may vary from 
about 5000 words to about 30000 words. Some memory-
intensive chapters are in linked parts. 

• The chapters are mostly at three distinct levels (in gradually 
increasing depth and detail) indicated by the title color 

• Level 1 (Theme level) 

• Level 2 (Topic level) 

• Level 3 (Article level) 

• In some subjects, the presentations extend only to Level 2 

• In some subjects, the presentations extend to a 
comprehensive treatise on the subject 



Chapter Structure 
• Title  

• Author  

• Author affiliation  

• Keywords  

• Contents 

• Sections  

• Glossary  

• Bibliography  

• Author biographical sketch(es) 

• Tables (if present) in separate files accessible by links with 
captions located in the main text.  

• Figures (if present) as separate files accessible by links to  
captions or thumbnails located in the main text.  

• Appendices (if present) accessible links to citations located in 
the main text.  



Login Types 

Individuals 

Login 

Institutions 

Login 



Searching EOLSS 

The Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems can be 
browsed through the Table of Contents, or particular 
chapters can be found by using the Search Page. The 
result of a search is displayed as titles of chapters in 
order of degree of relevance to the search term(s). The 
list is arranged by subject categories, i.e., the twenty 
component Encyclopedias.  

 

 

The list resulting from “Related Chapters” at the end of a 
chapter represents the Table of Contents of the Theme in 
which the chapter in view is located. 



Login 

Enter your 

User Name 

Enter your 

Password 

Click Login 



EOLSS Online 

Click to enter 

EOLSS 



TWO routes to access  

the body of knowledge 

• Via SEARCH using keywords either in ALL THE 

COMPONENT ENCYCLOPEDIAS (Subject Categories) 

or in A CHOSEN COMPONENT ENCYCLOPEDIA 

(subject Category) 

• By browsing the TABLE OF CONTENTS of  A 

CHOSEN COMPONENT ENCYCLOPEDIA (subject 

Category) 

 



SEARCH using keywords either in ALL THE 

COMPONENT ENCYCLOPEDIAS (Subject 

Categories) or in A CHOSEN COMPONENT 

ENCYCLOPEDIA (subject Category) 

EOLSS - SEARCH 



Enter  search 

words 

Click to 

activate 

search 

Default 

search 

domain 

To narrow 

search select 

subject 

category (ies) 

of interest  



Search Results 

Search Result 

Summary 

Title of component 

Encyclopedia 

Truncated Summary 

Access Chapters through 

title links 



Browsing the  

TABLE OF CONTENTS of   

A CHOSEN COMPONENT 

ENCYCLOPEDIA (Subject Category) 

 



Select 



Choose the Component 

Encyclopedia  

(Subject Category) 



Choose the 

chapter 



Chapter Contents… 

Color bar (Level 1) 

Links to Chapter 

Sections 

Link to Related 

Chapters 



Click to view Related 

Chapters 

Chapter Contents… 



Related Chapters… 

Chapters 

Related to the 

Theme 

Current Chapter 

being viewed 



Related Chapters… 

Other Related Chapters 



General Users 

You may not be a registered member but 

you may wish to see what this compendium 

of twenty Encyclopedias has in store for 

you.  The SEARCH button on the top bar 

of the home page allows you to see the 

titles.  Follow these instructions… 



Only Registered Members and 
Authorized  Users can gain 
access beyond this point ! 



To become an authorized user 

by subscription, click here and 

follow the subscription 

information  

Subscription 



Comments 

Testimonials from some of 
Distinguished People, 

EOLSS Authors and Users 



Knowledge Base… 

“EOLSS has the goal to provide a firm knowledge 

base for future activities to prolong the lifetime of 

the human race in a hospitable environment” 

Richard R. Ernst,  

Nobel Laureate in Chemistry  



Unique  knowledge… 

“The EOLSS is not only appropriate, but it is imaginative 

and, to my knowledge, unique. Much of what we can write 

about science, about energy, about our far-ranging 

knowledge base, can indeed be found in major 

encyclopedias, but as I understand your vision, never as a 

central theme; the theme of humanity, embedded in nature 

and constrained to find ways of maintaining a relationship 

with nature based upon understanding and respect.” 

 

Leon M. Lederman, Nobel Laureate in Physics 



Control of Destiny… 

“Pursuit of knowledge and truth supersedes present 

considerations of what nature, life or the world are or should be, 

for our own vision can only be a narrow one. Ethical evaluation 

and rules of justice have changed and will change over time and 

will have to adapt. Law is made for man, not man for law. If it 

does not fit any more, change it…. Some think that it is being 

arrogant to try to modify nature; arrogance is to claim that we are 

perfect as we are! With all the caution that must be exercised and 

despite the risks that will be encountered, carefully pondering 

each step, mankind must and will continue along its path, for we 

have no right to switch off the lights of the future…. We have to 

walk the path from the tree of knowledge to the control of 

destiny.” 

Jean-Marie Lehn, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 



Life Support Systems… 

“EOLSS is concerned with the Life Support Systems… Each 
of these systems is a very complex one. …we have to think of 

all these “systems” as closely related “subsystems” of the 
Planet Earth System. …Rational decisions will be more and 

more possible to envision if one will be able to couple the 
physical modeling to economic and financial models and to 

human factors…” 

 

J.L. Lions, Japan Prize winner in Applied Mathematics 



Authors and Users… 

“Proud for having given my small contribution to such success” 

Benedetto De Vivo, Italy. 
 

“I do appreciate your very informative message and I do understand 
the value of EOLSS being published only in the electronic fashion. 
The data you present of current access to it is indeed impressive.” 

Dra. Eugenia J. Olguin, Mexico. 
 

“I am very proud to have my article published in this Encyclopedia 
and for my great satisfaction I managed to find it in the Internet, 
which I had been wishing to see for a long time. ” 

Hilkka Pietilä, Finland  
 

“Let me congratulate all those who have dedicated years of work 
and commitment to this endeavour. It is particularly comforting that 
access to the Encyclopedia is free of charge to poor universities in 
developing countries” 

Judith A. Cherni, UK. 



Authors and Users… 

“….I looked up the web site and am very impressed with the project, 
and very glad to have been part of it. I also recommended it to our 
college library, and to the director of our environmental programs.” 

Laurel MacDowell, Canada. 
 

“I have a free trial period and I am very satisfied. This is a very 
valuable source of information” 

Svein Solberg, Norway. 
 

“It has been a pleasure working on this important project – it is 
really impressive” 

Vagn Lundsgaard Hansen, Denmark. 
 

“I admire you for the work you are doing.  It is worthwhile and 
positive!  So many bad things are happening in the world; so I 
appreciate the work that people like you are doing!”  

Wm. Gary Kline, USA 



Thank You 

We hope you have a fruitful and productive experience 
with EOLSS ! 

  For additional information, please contact 
(eolssunesco@gmail.com) 
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