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Summary 

Amphibians and reptiles become rare and endangered due to persecution and/or habitat 
loss; therefore, the importance of captive breeding as a component of a conservation 
strategy for these groups has increased. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and 
professional institutions are involved in captive-breeding conservation programs. Even 
the establishment of farms (e.g., crocodile farms) has proven to be a very efficient tool 
in conservation; in such farms, for instance, crocodilians are bred in captivity and killed 
to sell their meat and skin without any further need of persecution on free-ranging 
specimens. In addition, a quota of juveniles is sent free to the wild, in order to increase 
the total population size of free-living animals. 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Traditionally speaking, the breeding in captivity of selected animal species has always 
been the preferred tool of conservation in the pioneering age of conservation biology. 
This period began when the "golden age" of zoos as exhibitions of exotic captives to 
astonish the people of the western world had just finished its splendor, and when it 
began to be perceived that the violent action of humans would cause rarefaction or even 
extirpation of many animal species all over the world. 
 
It is quite intuitive that this action has had an enormous impact on bird and mammal 
conservation, not only in the western countries, but also in the eastern and developing 
countries (e.g., the giant panda in China). Nonetheless, it is only recently that scientists 
have started to realize that lower vertebrates, including amphibians and reptiles, may 
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