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The achievement of peace represents a humanizing process whereby individuals manage
their violent tendencies. Peace educators contribute to this process by teaching about
peace—what it is, why it doesn’t exist, and how to achieve it. They use their educational
skills to teach about how to create peaceful conditions. In schools and community
settings peace educators impart the values of planetary stewardship, global citizenship,
and human relations. Peace educators teach about how conflicts get started, the effects
of violent solutions to conflict, and alternatives to violent behavior. Peace education
students learn how to resolve disputes nonviolently. Students also learn in peace
education classes about peace strategies that may be used at both micro and macro
levels to reduce suffering caused by a multitude of different forms of violence – wars,
ethnic conflicts, structural domestic and civil violence, as well as environmental
destruction. All these different forms of violence threaten human existence.
Peace education has both short and long term goals. Peace educators address the
sources of immediate conflicts and give their students knowledge about strategies they
can use to stop the violence. In the long term they hope to build in students’ minds a
commitment to nonviolence and provide knowledge about nonviolent alternatives, so
that when faced with conflicts they will choose to behave peacefully. In this way peace
education tries to build peace into the minds of its students. Such efforts attempt to
counteract violent images in popular culture and the bellicose behavior of politicians.
Peace education has taken place informally throughout history as various cultures pass
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on to their progeny understandings about the ways of peace. Every major religion has a
peace message. In the twentieth century formal peace education programs have been
introduced into schools and colleges.
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Peace education has taken different shapes as it has developed around the world. At the
beginning of the twentieth century in the United States and Europe people concerned
about the advent of mechanized warfare began to educate the population in those
countries about ways that war could be outlawed through the League of Nations and
other international agreements. Educators in countries in the South, more concerned
about the structural violence and poverty, have promoted a variety of peace education
known as development education to improve the quality of living in poor countries.
Towards the end of the twentieth century people throughout the world concerned about
the suffering of minority groups began to see that human rights education could
engender respect for principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Educators concerned about ecological catastrophe have developed a type of
peace education known as environmental education that explains the principles of living
sustainably on this planet. By the beginning of the twenty-first century, peace educators
concerned about civil and domestic forms of violence have developed a new form of
peace education known as conflict resolution education. All these different forms of
peace education have in common teaching and learning about the roots of violence and
strategies for peace.
1. What is Peace Education?

Peace education hopes to create in the human consciousness a commitment to the ways
of peace. Just as a doctor learns in medical school how to minister to the sick, students
in peace education classes learn how to solve problems caused by violence. Social
violence and warfare can be described as a form of pathology, a disease. Peace
education tries to inoculate students against the evil effects of violence by teaching
skills to manage conflicts nonviolently and by creating a desire to seek peaceful
resolutions of conflicts. Societies spend money and resources training doctors to heal
the ill. Why should not they also educate their citizens to conduct affairs nonviolently?
Peace educators use teaching skills to stop violence by developing a peace
consciousness that can provide the basis for a just and sustainable future.
The word ‘education’ comes from the Latin word ‘educare,’ to draw or lead out. Peace
education draws out from people their instincts to live peacefully with others and
emphasizes peaceful values upon which society should be based. Educators, from early
childhood to adult, can use their professional skills to tell their students about peace.
The study of peace attempts to nourish those energies and impulses that make possible a
meaningful and life enhancing existence.
Peace educators address the violent nature of society, and ask, “Must it be this way?”
Aren't there nonviolent ways that human beings can solve their conflicts? How do we
get to these other ways? Just as war has its adherents and its schools, peace can be
taught and promoted so that it becomes active in the mind of citizens and world leaders.
Traditional education glorifies established power to legitimize its authority. History
books praise military heroes and ignore the contributions of peace makers. Violence,
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carried out by governments waging war and repressing civil rights, also appears in
homes where physical and psychological assaults confront conflict, disobedience, anger,
and frustration. Children too often learn in school to respect the military and to support
those structures that contribute to violence, like violent forms of popular entertainment.
They also learn not to question violent political and social behavior. Peace educators
question the structures of violence that dominate everyday life and try to create a
peaceful disposition in their students to counteract the omnipotent values of militarism.
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A European peace educator has defined peace education as: "The initiation of learning
processes aiming at the actualization and rational resolution of conflicts regarding man
as subject of action." (vor Staehr, 1974: 296) According to this definition, peace
educators teach peacemaking skills. A Japanese peace educator states that peace
education is concerned with peaceless situations (Mushakoji, 1974: 3). These include
struggles for power and resources, ethnic conflicts in local communities, child abuse,
and wars. Students in peace education classes study institutions that create violence as
well as the values that give credibility to those structures. An American peace educator,
Betty Reardon, defines peace education as "learning intended to prepare the learners to
contribute toward the achievement of peace” (Reardon, 1982: 38). She goes on to state
that peace education "might be education for authentic security,” (Reardon, 1982: 40)
where a need for security motivates humans to form communities and nations.
Because individuals disagree about how to achieve security, there are many different
paths to peace. An Israeli educator (Salomon, 2002) has stated that peace education
programs take different forms because of the wide variety of conflicts that plague
human existence. Each different form of violence requires a unique peace education
strategy to resolve its conflicts. Peace education in intense conflicts attempts to
demystify enemy images and urges combatants to withdraw from warlike behavior.
Peace education in regions of interethnic tension relies upon an awareness about the
sufferings of the various groups involved in the conflict to reduce hostilities and
promote empathy for the pain of others. Peace educators in areas free from collective
physical violence teach about oppression within that society, explain the causes of
domestic and civil violence, and develop a respect for global issues, environmental
sustainability, and the power of nonviolence.
In addition to providing knowledge about how to achieve peace, peace educators
promote a pedagogy based upon modeling peaceful democratic classroom practices.
They share a hope that through education people can develop certain thoughts and
dispositions that will lead to peaceful behavior. Key aspects of this disposition include
kindness, critical thinking, and cooperation (Harris and Morrison, 2003). Developing
such virtues is an important part of peace education. However, it is not the complete
picture. The struggle to achieve peace takes place at both individual and social levels.
Peace educators work with individuals to point how the root problems of violence lie in
broader social forces and institutions that must be addressed in order to achieve peace.
Peace activists use community education to alert people about the horrors of violence.
Working through non-governmental organizations they use public relations techniques –
guest speakers, press releases, media interviews, and newsletters – to provide awareness
about nonviolent solutions to conflict. Educators from many different academic
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disciplines also practice peace education. Sociologists in college classrooms talk about
violence in civil society. Political scientists describe world order models meant to
manage global conflicts. Psychologists explain the structures in the human psyche that
lead to violent behavior. Anthropologists debate about violent and peaceful tendencies
of collective human behavior. Historians write about the history of peace movements.
Literature professors review works of art devoted to peace. Professional teachers in
primary and secondary schools teach about peace in many settings, from early
childhood to high school. Most infuse peace themes into their curriculum while some
organize peace studies programs that provide a more comprehensive overview of peace
strategies.
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