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Summary

Canadian indigenous people and their First Nations communities have played an
important role in the development of unique co-management regimes that promote
regional natural resource sustainability. Co-Management regimes are now a common
component of comprehensive land claims settlements. They enable tribal experts and
scientists to confer together on decisions regarding the allocation of natural resources,
and the review of resource development projects. Further assistance to the co-
management process is provided by traditional land use and occupancy studies
(TLUQS), which provide graphic, map-based data for a variety of educational and
review purposes. Recently the community use of geographic information system (GIS)
and global positioning system (GPS) technology has further enhanced the utility of
TLUOS.

1. Introduction

Canada played an important role in the creation of "Our Common Future,” the 1987
report of the World Commission on Environment and Development. Its member on the
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Commission, Maurice Strong, and the Commission's ex officio Secretary General, Jim
MacNeill, were both well aware of the situation of Canada's indigenous peoples, and the
problems they face as the land-based economy is increasingly encroached upon by
concrete industrial development, and the often virtual post-industrial forces of
globalization. The first chapter of "Our Common Future,” "From Our Earth to Our
World," lays out the dilemmas well (1987:12):

Tribal and indigenous peoples will need special attention as the forces of economic
development disrupt their traditional life-styles -- life-styles that can offer modern societies
many lessons in the management of resources in complex forest, mountain and dry land
ecosystems. Some are threatened with virtual extinction by insensitive development over
which they have no control. Their traditional rights should be recognized and they should
be given a decisive voice in formulating policies about resource development in their areas.

Clearly the objective of sustainability has much to gain from the wisdom of indigenous
people, and the traditional environmental knowledge (TEK) they possess. The challenge
is to create systems of knowledge-sharing at many levels to enable wisdom and TEK to
be applied to resource planning, development and stewardship decisions. It is in the
development of co-management regimes in the context of negotiated comprehensive
land claims settlements that Canada has made its strongest institutional contribution to
strengthening the role of indigenous people and their communities in the context of
sustainable development. Before we can discuss these new institutions, it is necessary
briefly to review the geography of Canada and the historical record which has
contributed to their creation.

TO ACCESS ALL THE 24 PAGES OF THIS CHAPTER,
Visit: http://www.eolss.net/Eolss-sample AllChapter.aspx

Bibliography
Berkes, F. (1985). The common property resource problem and the creation of limited property rights.
Human Ecology 13(2): 189-208. [This is a foundation paper on the common property resource issues].

Berkes, F. (1994). Co-management: Bridging the two solitudes. Northern Perspectives, Volume 22,
Number 2-3, Summer/Fall. Canadian Arctic Resources Committee, Ottawa, ON. [This is a good summary
of co-management issues].

Brice-Bennett, C. (editor). (1977). Our footprints are everywhere: Inuit land use and occupancy in
Labrador, Labrador Inuit Association, Nain, NF. [This is a generation one TLUOS].

Brody, H. (1981). Maps and dreams. Douglas and McIntyre, Vancouver, BC. (This is a classic book from
the end of generation one TLUOS).

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS)


https://www.eolss.net/ebooklib/sc_cart.aspx?File=E1-50-25

REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW: CANADA AND USA - Vol. I - Strengthening the Role of Indigenous
People and Their Communities in the Context of Sustainable Development - Mike Robinson

Chambers, F.G. (1998). Co-management of forest resources in the NorSask forest management licence
area, Saskatchewan: A case study. Unpublished Masters Design Project, Faculty of Environmental
Design, The University of Calgary. [This is a good primary review of co-management in Saskatchewan].

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. (1984). The Inuvialuit final agreement.
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa, ON. [This is the legal foundation
document of a settled comprehensive land claim].

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. (1992). The Gwich'in final agreement.
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa, ON. [This is another comprehensive
land claim legal document].

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. (1994). The Sahtu final agreement. Department
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa, ON. [This is another comprehensive land claim
legal document].

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. (1995). The Nunavut final agreement.
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa, ON. [This is another comprehensive
land claim legal document].

Freeman Research Ltd. (1976). Report: Inuit land use and occupancy project. Canada. Dept. of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development (sponsor). Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, ON. [This is a classic
generation one TLUQOS].

Glavin, T. (1996). Dead reckoning: Confronting the crisis in Pacific fisheries. Grey Stone Books,
Vancouver, BC. [This is a review of a major common property resource problem].

Government of Canada and Council of the Haida Nation. (1993). Gwaii Haanas agreement. Haida Gwaii;
Ottawa, ON. [This is a legal agreement creating a national park reserve].

Joint Secretariat -- Arctic Institute of North America. (1996). Circumpolar aboriginal people and co-
management practice. AINA, Calgary, AB. [This is an international conference proceedings volume on
the practice of co-management].

Marchand, P. (1989). Marshall McLuhan: The Medium and the Messenger. Random House of Canada
Limited, Toronto, ON. [This is a major biography of a Canadian philosophical pioneer].

Mistik Management Ltd. 1995. The NorSask Forest Management Project. Vol.: Twenty-Year Forest
Management Plan. Submitted to SERM, Regina. [This is an industry planning document].

National Aboriginal Forestry Association. (1996). Aboriginal forest-based ecological knowledge in
Canada, prepared for the Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada. Ottawa, ON. [This is a
review of forest-based TEK in Canada].

Robinson, M. et al. (1994). Mapping how we use our land using participatory action research. Arctic
Institute of North America, Calgary, AB. [This is a community primer on using PAR to do TLUOS].

Robinson, M. and E. Ghostkeeper. (1987). Native and local economics: A consideration of economic
evolution and the next economy. Arctic (40)2:138-144. [This is a peer reviewed article on economic
evolution].

Robinson, M. and L. Binder. (1992). The Inuvialuit final agreement and resource use conflicts: Co-
management in the western Arctic and final decisions in Ottawa. In Growing demands on a shrinking
heritage: Managing resource use conflicts. Canadian Institute of Resources Law, Calgary, AB. [This is a
juried case study of Inuvialuit co-management practice].

Robinson, M.P. and Karim-Aly S. Kassam. (1998). Sami Potatoes: Living With Reindeer and Perestroika.
Bayeux Arts Inc., Calgary, AB. [This is a case study of the introduction of PAR, TLUQS, and co-
management to Russia].

Robinson, M. and M. Ross. (1997). Traditional land use and occupancy studies and their impact on forest
planning and management in Alberta. The Forestry Chronicle, September/October 1997, Vol. 73, No.
5:596-605. [This is a peer reviewed review article on the Alberta experience].

Ross, Monique M. and Cheryl Y. Sharvit. (1998). Forest Management in Alberta and Rights to Hunt,
Trap and Fish Under Treaty 8. Alberta Law Review, Vol. 36(3). [This is an essential paper for

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS)



REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW: CANADA AND USA - Vol. I - Strengthening the Role of Indigenous
People and Their Communities in the Context of Sustainable Development - Mike Robinson

understanding Treaty 8].

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. (1996). Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples. Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, ON. [This a comprehensive review of aboriginal policy in
Canada].

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. (1996). People to People, Nation to Nation: Highlights from
the Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa, ON.
[This is a summary volume].

Saul, J.R. (1992). Voltaire's Bastards: The Dictatorship of Reason in the West. Penguin Books, Toronto,
ON. [This is a lay philosophers contribution to the Canadian discourse on the tyranny of reason].

Saul, J.R. (1994). The Doubter's Companion: A Dictionary of Aggressive Common Sense. Penguin Books,
Toronto, ON. [This is a humanist’s dictionary of common sense philosophy].

Usher, P.J. and G. Noble. (1975). New directions in northern policy making: Reality or myth? COPE,
Inuvik, NWT. [This is a review article on northern policy in the 1970s].

Biographical Sketch

Mike Robinson has 20 years of career experience as an applied anthropologist, non-governmental
organization (NGO) leader, and mediator, drawing on his studies in anthropology and law at the
University of British Columbia and University College, Oxford. A Rhodes scholar, Mr. Robinson has
worked for the Canadian Northern Pipeline Agency, Petro-Canada, Polar Gas and The Arctic Institute of
North America of the University of Calgary. At present Mr. Robinson serves as the chairman of the
Canadian Polar Commission, the federal representative for exploratory discussions on Treaty 7, adjunct
professor in the Faculty of Environmental Design, and executive director of The Arctic Institute of North
America of the University of Calgary. His most recent publications involve the socio-legal aspects of
consultation with First Nations, cultural land use and occupancy mapping in Canada, and the introduction
of the co-management concept to Russia. His new book (co-authored with Karim-Aly Kassam) is entitled
Sami Potatoes: Living with Reindeer and Perestroika, and was published in November 1998.

Mr. Robinson is married to Lynn Webster, Partner, Cohos Evamy and Associates Architects, and is father
to Lancelot and Caitlin. The Robinson/Webster family enjoys wilderness camping vacations, cross-
country skiing in the Canadian Rockies, and a broad range of community volunteer commitments.

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS)



