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Summary 
 
Canadian indigenous people and their First Nations communities have played an 
important role in the development of unique co-management regimes that promote 
regional natural resource sustainability. Co-Management regimes are now a common 
component of comprehensive land claims settlements. They enable tribal experts and 
scientists to confer together on decisions regarding the allocation of natural resources, 
and the review of resource development projects. Further assistance to the co-
management process is provided by traditional land use and occupancy studies 
(TLUOS), which provide graphic, map-based data for a variety of educational and 
review purposes. Recently the community use of geographic information system (GIS) 
and global positioning system (GPS) technology has further enhanced the utility of 
TLUOS. 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Canada played an important role in the creation of "Our Common Future," the 1987 
report of the World Commission on Environment and Development. Its member on the 
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Commission, Maurice Strong, and the Commission's ex officio Secretary General, Jim 
MacNeill, were both well aware of the situation of Canada's indigenous peoples, and the 
problems they face as the land-based economy is increasingly encroached upon by 
concrete industrial development, and the often virtual post-industrial forces of 
globalization. The first chapter of "Our Common Future," "From Our Earth to Our 
World," lays out the dilemmas well (1987:12): 
 
Tribal and indigenous peoples will need special attention as the forces of economic 
development disrupt their traditional life-styles -- life-styles that can offer modern societies 
many lessons in the management of resources in complex forest, mountain and dry land 
ecosystems. Some are threatened with virtual extinction by insensitive development over 
which they have no control. Their traditional rights should be recognized and they should 
be given a decisive voice in formulating policies about resource development in their areas. 
 
Clearly the objective of sustainability has much to gain from the wisdom of indigenous 
people, and the traditional environmental knowledge (TEK) they possess. The challenge 
is to create systems of knowledge-sharing at many levels to enable wisdom and TEK to 
be applied to resource planning, development and stewardship decisions. It is in the 
development of co-management regimes in the context of negotiated comprehensive 
land claims settlements that Canada has made its strongest institutional contribution to 
strengthening the role of indigenous people and their communities in the context of 
sustainable development. Before we can discuss these new institutions, it is necessary 
briefly to review the geography of Canada and the historical record which has 
contributed to their creation. 
 
 
- 
- 
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